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INTERNATIONAL PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight to briefly acknowledge 
International Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. The day is recognised internationally, as well as 
in New South Wales and Tasmania, and I understand from John De’Laney today that a motion was successfully 
moved in the Parliament of Victoria, which indicates that, hopefully, they will soon join our state in recognising 
this day. 

This day is to remember babies lost through miscarriage or stillbirth or shortly after birth. I thank Hon Alanna 
Clohesy for the words she gave earlier today as part of the ministerial statement in recognising this day. Whether 
or not Hon Alanna Clohesy wanted to, she has effectively taken on the role that I had when I was in government, 
and I am delighted that she has done so. She has ensured, from what I can see, that this day is appropriately 
recognised in both houses of Parliament. I thank her for keeping me informed and for ensuring that the day went 
very smoothly. 

It is an important day. It is a day when we can all stop—some for longer periods—to remember little ones who did 
not quite make it. It is also a day for us to reflect and to think about parents who must deal with the grief of losing 
a child. It is not something that someone will simply forget about over time; it will be with them for the rest of 
their lives. It is also really important that we recognise the doctors and other health personnel and those who work 
in support and grief services and thank and acknowledge them for the support that they provide to parents and 
families at an incredibly difficult time, particularly in those first few days, weeks and months but, as I say, 
potentially over a lifetime. We cannot underestimate the role that they play. 

I also acknowledge the comments made by Hon Alanna Clohesy about John and Kate De’Laney. They are certainly 
the driving force in Western Australia. They are the ones who wanted to see this day recognised. I remember very 
well that Kate wrote a letter to the then Premier, Hon Colin Barnett, requesting that the day be recognised. I do not 
think she had told John that she had done that. I was the Premier’s parliamentary secretary at the time that we 
received the letter. Kate will correct me if I am wrong, but he wrote a letter to her just before Christmas and I think 
they received it on Christmas Eve, and it was the best Christmas present they could have received. 

I always enjoy seeing both John and Kate. Members see them every year, and they always make sure that they are 
in both houses to hear the ministerial statements that are made. I also particularly enjoy seeing their gorgeous little 
daughter, Mary-Jane. She is a very confident little girl who I claim now to be a very good friend of mine. We 
always enjoy our catch-ups. She is growing up very quickly and her parents are very proud of her. 

I want to thank you, Madam President, for agreeing, along with Mr Speaker, to light up Parliament House last 
night. Madam President may recall that last year I put the request to her with a couple of hours’ notice and she was 
able to deliver. I subsequently made a more formal request and I am very pleased that Madam President agreed to 
ensure that Parliament House is lit up on the day, for now until the end of this Parliament, but I am quite sure that 
that will now occur forever. I want to thank Madam President for that. John was delighted with the number of 
buildings around Perth that were lit up. I must say that Perth Stadium looked absolutely fantastic. Yagan Square, 
Elizabeth Quay, bridges, hotels and a range of other sites were lit up blue and pink.  

With those words, I thank members for continuing to acknowledge this day. It is an important day. It is a difficult 
day for many people, but it is an important day on which we talk about, remember and think of those little ones 
who did not quite make it and their parents who deal with the grief of losing a child. We also think of the health 
professionals and support staff who provide a great deal of care during a very difficult time. 
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